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Pet Protection: Take These Precautions
By Robert Kravitz — posted 03/29/2010 

 

Visit the Carpet-Care Section of the ISSA 
Bookstore!

Get the latest, most cutting-edge resources out there on specific 
cleaning applications such as carpet and hard-floor care at the ISSA 
Bookstore. You'll find training manuals, DVDs, books, and software 
programs designed to teach you and your staff best practices and 
techniques for cleaning, and more!

And now, for members only, we have a new, easy-to-use, quick, and 
secure Self-Serve Web portal for browsing and purchasing our valuable 
educational resources. Start shopping now!

Carpet-cleaning technicians may need to practice added safeguards 
when cleaning carpets in buildings with high pet traffic, such as 
veterinarian offices and residential apartment buildings, according to a 

 

http://www.issa.com/?m=dir
http://www.issa.com/?m=news
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250
http://www.issa.com/
http://www.issa.com/?m=articles&lg=
http://www.issa.com/?m=articles&lg=&category=116
http://www.issa.com/?m=articles&event=view&id=3382&page=1&category=116
http://issa.com/?id=carpet_care_hard_floor_care&&hi=307894
http://issa.com/?id=carpet_care_hard_floor_care&&hi=307894
https://online.issa.com/issassa/ecssashop.show_home_category?p_cust_id=200974&p_order_serno=&p_promo_cd=&p_price_cd=


report by the Marin Humane Society in Marin County, CA.

This is because animals can experience health problems if chemical 
residue is left in carpets after cleaning or chemical fumes become 
airborne.

For instance, dogs and cats may eat treats tossed onto carpets and 
then lick carpet fibers in search of crumbs, thereby running the risk of 
ingesting any chemical residue left behind after the cleaning process.

“Birds, in particular, can be very sensitive to airborne toxins and 
chemicals,” report Dr. Belinda Evans and Dr. Paul Breckenridge, both 
veterinarians, of the Marin Humane Society. “[Because of this], extra 
precautions should be taken when carpet cleaning in their 
environment.”

Evans and Breckenridge suggest that carpet cleaners use green 
cleaning products and recommend that pets be kept outside or 
boarded elsewhere while carpets are being cleaned.

Follow These Tips
Nick Wiebe, marketing manager for U.S. Products, suggests these 
additional pet-safety tips for carpet cleaners:

❍     Use low-moisture extractors. Not only do these machines use 
less water, but they typically use less chemical as well.
 

❍     Select extractors that have received the “Seal of Approval” from 
the Carpet and Rug Institute (CRI).  This program identifies 
carpet cleaning machines and tools that excel in performance 
and effectiveness.
 

❍     Select carpet cleaning chemicals that have been Green-certified 
by CRI or a similar respected certification organization.
 

❍     Pre-spray carpets; typically, less chemical is used in the cleaning 
process.
 

❍     Select heated carpet extractors. Such models increase the 
effectiveness of the carpet-cleaning chemicals, meaning less may 
be necessary.
 

“These steps can help reduce cleaning's impact on the indoor 
environment,” says Wiebe. “They make it safer not just for pets, but 



for all living things.”

 

A former building service contractor, Robert Kravitz 
is president of AlturaSolutions Communications, a 
Chicago, IL-based firm that provides corporate 
communication services to organizations in the 
jansan and building maintenance industries. He can 
be reached at info@alturasolutions.com.
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Why Participate in the 
North American 2010 
Show?
Because It's All About 
YOU!

The ONE SHOW for the cleaning 
industry is now the ONE SHOW 
that is ALL ABOUT YOU! Attend 

ISSA/INTERCLEAN® North America 2010 and find just what you're 
looking for to succeed in today's business environment. Whether you're 
interested in suppliers, staying ahead of industry trends, or networking 
with your peers, this event tries to match you to new 
opportunities—and much more! 

And ISSA.com is your source for all the materials you will need to 
better navigate the show—from seminar topics, to the products 
displayed, to the floorplan you can print and use to more easily 
navigate the exhibit hall. 

In fact, in 2010, you will be able to decide what topics the ISSA 
Educational Conference will cover, and even provide input regarding 
the topics addressed in the keynote, given by former British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair. 

For more details, click on the below option that best suits your 
interest:
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